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more than a temptation. In competing for the pat¬ 
ronage of students, under the present conditions of 
public opinion and statute law, a low standard of 
requirements is an essential to success. Because of 
this downward competition it entails, the power to 
grant the State license should no longer be vested in 
medical schools. 

By general experience publicity has been proven 
the best shield against laxity of administration and 
the injustices of favoritism and prejudice. In mat¬ 
ters of this kind publicity is more than a shield 
against such abuses. It is the destruction of the 
conditions necessary to their existence. And it 
should be allowed to guard the interests of the com¬ 
munity and the profession in the granting of the 
State license to practice medicine. The present 
method of secret and unrecorded examination is the 
best that could well be devised to foster abuses of 
the licensing power. How can this be changed? 
Under their charters medical schools have certain 
vested rights, which the courts would protect against 
legislative abridgement. Among these is the right 
to determine how and by whom the fitness of can¬ 
didates for their degrees shall be ascertained. Even 
if some medical schools would submit to some de¬ 
sirable changes in their methods of examination; while 
their action would place them at a disadvantage in 
the competition with other schools unhampered by 
any such restrictions; a large proportion of the 
State licenses (all granted by these unrestricted 
schools) would remain as unreliable and deceptive as 
ever. The colleges cannot be restricted in the grant¬ 
ing of their degrees. But the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine was not primarily a license to practice. It 
was made a license by the act of 1881. That act 
can be repealed, or so amended as to transfer to 
other hands the licensing power. And, here, we be¬ 
lieve lies the remedy for those abuses which medical 
teachers, practitioners and clients should equally 
deplore: To prevent downward competition in the 
granting of State license; to believe medical schools of 
the degrading influence such competition exerts; to 
regulate the licensing of those obtaining the medical 
degree from institutions outside the State; to guard 
by publicity and direct control against the abuse of 
the licensing power, and to ensure the efficient ad¬ 
ministration of laws looking to these ends ; we recom¬ 
mend that this Society endorse and advocate before 
the people of Pennsylvania and their representa¬ 
tives in the State Legislature the following proposi¬ 
tions : 

First—The sole power of granting the license to 
practice medicine in Pennsylvania should be vested 
in a single board. 

Second—The board should have no connection 
with any corporation engaged in medical teaching. 

Third—The doings of this board, including the 
determination of the fitness of applicants for the 
license to practice, should be public and matters of 
record, and the records open to public inspection. 

Fourth—To secure the efficiency of the board 
against incompetent membership and the undue pres¬ 
sure of partisan politics, the medical profession or its 
representatives should nominate to the Governor a 


list of persons qualified to perform its duties, from 
which list the board should be appointed. 

It is also recommended that a committee be ap¬ 
pointed to prepare, in accordance with the views of 
this society, a form of bill suitable for presentation 
to the next biennial session of the Legislature, and 
to report the same to our next annual meeting. 
Traill Green, Frank Woodbury, 

Wm. Varian, Lowell M. Gate, 

John M. Dkaver, Edward Jackson, 

Henry Leffman, 

The society accepted the report and proceeded to 
consider its recommendation seriatim. After con¬ 
siderable debate, and the rejection of various amend¬ 
ments, they were, by a large majority, adopted. 
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LETTER FROM PARIS. 

(from our OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 

The Bouillaud Statue—The Prizes of the Academy 
of Medicine—Death of Dr. Gueneau de Mussy. 

A statue to perpetuate the memory of the late 
Professor Bouillaud was erected by public sub¬ 
scription at Angouleme, the town nearest his birth 
place, which is a village in the department of the 
Charente. The statue was inaugurated on the r6th 
inst., in the presence of the officials of the town, and 
of several members of the profession from different 
parts of the country, as well as of representatives 
from the various learned societies to w r hich Dr. Bouil¬ 
laud belonged. Among the medical men from Paris, 
I may mention the names of Professor Cornil, Po- 
tain and Verneuil, also Dr. Leon Labbe, Hospital 
Surgeon, who were all pupils of the celebrated phy¬ 
sician. After a few words of welcome from the 
Mayor of the town, the delegates addressed the as¬ 
sembly in turn, Professor Laboulbene in the name of 
the Faculty of Medicine of Paris, Professor Vulpian 
for the Academy of Sciences, and Dr. Roger for the 
Academy of Medicine. 

The Paris Academy of Medicine distributed its 
annual prizes at its meeting on the 19th of May. The 
following is a list of the principal recipients and the 
subjects on which they treated: A prize of 2,000 
francs was awarded to Dr. Paul Richer for his work 
“On Hysterical Paralysis and Muscular Contrac¬ 
tions :” 1,500 francs to Dr. Pierre Marie, for his mem¬ 
oir “On Sclerosis Disseminated in Patches;” 500 
francs to Dr. William Murrell, of the Westminister 
Hospital of London, for his work on “Nitro-glycerine 
as a remedy for Angina Pectoris;” 500 francs to Dr. 
Henri Huchard, of Paris, for his work on “Angina 
Pectoris;” and another sum of 500 francs was awarded 
to the same physician for his works on other subjects; 
the prize of 1,000 francs was divided between Drs. 
Josias and Nocard for their memoir entitled: “Ex¬ 
perimental and Clinical Researches on the Treatment 
of Itch and of the Acarus Scabiei by Naphthol;” 
500 francs with honorable mention to Dr. Eugene 
Rochard for his work “ On the Employment of Min- 
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eral Waters in Surgical Affectionsa special prize 
was awarded to Dr. Javal for his memoir “On Oph¬ 
thalmometry;” the sum of 2,000 francs was divided 
between Professor Arloing, of Lyons, and Dr. E. P. 
Guiard, of Paris, the former receiving 1,200 francs 
for his “Experimental and Comparative Researches 
on the Action of Chloral, of Chloroform, and of 
Ether;” the latter 500 francs for his “Experimental 
Clinical Studies on the Ammoniacal Transformation 
of the Urine.” A prize of 3,000 francs was awarded 
to Professor Denuce, of Bordeaux, for his “Clinical 
Treatise on Uterine Inversion;” a prize of 2,500 
francs to Dr. A. Mairet, of Montpellier, for his work 
“On Melancholic Dementia. The sum of 6,000 
francs, a portion of the “prix Orfila,” was divided be¬ 
tween MM. Pierre, Rondeau, Gedeon, Meillere, and 
Alfred Houde, pharmaciens of Paris, for their works 
on “Toxicological Subjects.” The prix Saint-Paul, 
of the value of 25,000 francs, which is to be com¬ 
peted for without distinction of nationality or pro¬ 
fession, is to be awarded to the candidate who will 
have discovered a remedy for diphtheria which, in the 
opinion of the Academy, would be considered the 
most efficacious for that malady. No work was con¬ 
sidered worthy of the prize, but by way of encour¬ 
agement rewards have been distributed as follows: 
Five hundred francs to Dr. G. Tedoldi, of Castel- 
Ariol, for his memoir, which contains a very good 
bibliographical and historical account of diphtheria 
and of its treatment by large doses of quinine; 500 
francs to Dr. Otto Siefert, of Wurzburg, for his 
memoir on the “ Treatment of Diphtheria by Quin¬ 
oline;” 500 francs to Dr. Lamarre, of St. Germain, 
for his memoir on the “Treatment of Diphtheria by 
Paintings with Petroleum Oil and Inhalations with 
the Vapors of Mineral Essence500 francs to Dr. 
Delthil, of Nogent on the Marne, for his memoir on 
“The Treatment of Diphtheria by a Combustion of 
a Mixture of the Essence of Turpentine and Tar 
Gas." The sum of 2,000 francs is offered for the 
best observations on the part played by the first den¬ 
tition in infantile pathology. The prize was divided 
as follows : One thousand francs to Dr. Sejourne, of 
Revin; 500 francs to Dr. Rousse, of Fontenay; 200 
francs to Dr. 1 '. Caradec, of Brest; 200 francs to 
Dr. Coriveaud, of Blaye. A prize of 1,000 francs 
was awarded to M. Lancry, Interne of Paris Hospi¬ 
tals, and 500 francs to Dr. Comby, for their work on 
“ The Etiology and Prophylaxy of Scrofula in the 
First Period of Childhood.” A prize of 2,000 francs 
each was awarded to Drs, Strauss and Roux for their 
scientific researches during the recent epidemic of 
cholera at Toulon. Dr. A. J. Martin received a prize 
of 4,000 francs for his work on “ Foreign Civil Sani¬ 
tary Administration.” 

The readers of the Journal, and medical men 
everywhere, will regret to learn of the death of Dr. 
Noei Gueneau de Mussy, which has just occurred. 
His death is a. great loss to French medicine, and 
indeed to scientific medicine generally. He was a 
most laborious and conscientious worker, and a cul¬ 
tivated gentleman. His writings on medical sub¬ 
jects are too well known to need more than a pass¬ 
ing reference at present. a. b. 
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NEW YORK LETTER. 

' (from our own correspondent.) 

The Meeting of the American Climatological Asso- 
ciation; Climatic Treatment of Phthisis; Sanitaria 
—Contagious Ophthalmia—Long Island College Hos¬ 
pital—The Manhattan Hospital. 

The second annual meeting of the American Cli¬ 
matological Association, which was held in this city 
on the 27th and 28th of May, was very interesting 
and successful, and much good work was accomp¬ 
lished by it. The address of the President, Dr. 
Loomis, which was admirable, was largely devoted to 
; the climatic treatment of phthisis. It was absurd, in 
; his opinion, to claim for any climate that it exerted a 
i specific influence upon the disease; but localities 
! where there was the greatest purity of atmosphere, 
and consequent freedom from germs, were undoubt¬ 
edly the best for the consumptive. It was univers¬ 
ally recognized that a moist atmosphere favored 
phthisis, and a moist atmosphere was one laden with 
germs. In this connection he referred to several 
cases apparently indicating that the tubercle bacillus 
disappeared from the sputa of the phthisical patient 
in consequence of the change to an atmosphere un¬ 
favorable to the bacillus and where the condition of 
the patient improved. 

In the course of his remarks he advocated the 
; building of sanitaria in proper localities, in various 
I parts of the country, for the benefit of those in strait- 
’■ ened circumstances, and by way of illustration gave 
an interesting account of the sanitarium, on the cot¬ 
tage plan, now in successful operation in the Adiron- 
dacks. The expenses at present were $5 a week, 
and quite a number of patients had already been 
greatly benefited by a sojourn there. When any 
place was found to be advantageous by the consump¬ 
tive, he thought it was advisable that he should re¬ 
main there until well advanced towards recovery or 
until the recovery was complete. On the evening of 
the second day of the meeting a reception and colla¬ 
tion were given the Association at the University 
Club Theatre. 

At the meeting of the Academy of Medicine held June 
1, Dr. Richard H. Derby presented, with some very 
pertinent remarks, a report on contagious ophthalmia 
in some of the orphan asylums and residential schools 
of New York city, which showed a very lamentable 
: state of affairs. He had made a personal examina- 
; tion of the eyes of all the children in no less than 
twenty-four of these institutions, and in the paper 
gave a synopsis of the condition found in each of 
them. Altogether he examined 7,440 children, and 
of these, as many as 1,428, or 19-19 per cent., were 
suffering from blennorrhceal conjunctivitis or its com¬ 
plications. In the first of the asylums which he vis¬ 
ited he found 24.5 per cent, of the inmates affected 
with contagious eye disease, in the second, 30.7 per 
cent., and in the third, actually over 49 per cent.— 
93 children out of 188. When we reflect upon the 
serious consequences that must inevitably result from 
this vast amount of ophthalmia, the total blindness or 
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